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Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 

today in recognizing the Old Newsboys’ Good-
fellow Fund of Detroit, as well as Amy and 
Dan Loepp. They have provided services crit-
ical to the well-being of countless Michigan 
children and their families. 
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CELEBRATING THE SERVICE OF 
CORPORAL ROBERTO VASQUEZ 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2016 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the service of Corporal Ro-
berto Vasquez. The embodiment of the U.S. 
Marine Corps’ values of honor, courage, and 
commitment, Cpl. Vasquez is a fitting recipient 
of a Congressional Veteran Commendation. 

Cpl. Vasquez’s seven years of honorable 
service in the Marines from 1983–89 rein-
forced his innate drive to not quit until the job 
is done and done right. He leaves every situa-
tion better then he found it and has made per-
manent and positive impacts on his beloved 
Hutto, TX. 

Whether it’s teaching, working with at-risk 
kids, or coaching football, Cpl. Vasquez com-
municates the importance of self-respect to 
young people. His honors as an educator and 
his achievements as a school administrator 
are testimonies to his skill and devotion to en-
suring students receive the education and 
guidance they deserve. 

Yet Cpl. Vasquez’s commitment to commu-
nity doesn’t stop at the schoolhouse gate. 
He’s active in Cub Scouts, feeding the hungry, 
and is a devout member of St. Patrick’s 
Catholic Church. As Commander of American 
Legion Post 302 in Hutto, TX, Cpl. Vasquez 
has seen the membership of this proud orga-
nization devoted to the family of veterans grow 
under his leadership. Most important, he’s 
never forgotten those who served but did not 
return. 

Corporal Roberto Vasquez’s motto is ‘‘other 
first.’’ These stirring words aren’t a meaning-
less expression but a deep and lasting creed 
that is the guiding force of his life. It’s the work 
of selfless citizens like Cpl. Vasquez that keep 
our country safe and make cities like Hutto, 
TX wonderful places to live. I commend his 
commitment to his Corps, his nation, and his 
community and am honored to award him a 
Congressional Veteran Commendation. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $19,871,327,867,180.13. We’ve 
added $9,244,450,818,267.05 to our debt in 7 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

BROOKE BOTKIN FINISHES AN IN-
CREDIBLE HIGH SCHOOL 
VOLLEYBALL CAREER 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Pearland’s Brooke Botkin for her 
outstanding volleyball career at Pearland High 
School. 

The 6-foot, 31⁄2 inch senior is preparing to 
complete her fourth year starting for the Lady 
Oilers. Brooke’s impressive career has in-
cluded being named as a Wendy’s 2016 High 
School Heisman candidate, a three-time all- 
state selection and two-time Greater Houston 
Volleyball Preseason Player of the Year, not 
to mention numerous national honors. Her 
coach, John Turner, said she was the best 
six-rotation player the school has ever had, 
surpassing everyone with her blocking ability, 
digging, aces, setting and ‘‘of course, the 
kills.’’ On top of her near perfect grade point 
average, Brooke spends her spare time help-
ing with clothing drives, food drives, beach 
cleanup in Galveston and working youth 
volleyball clinics. She will attend and play 
volleyball for the University of Southern Cali-
fornia in early 2017. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
on her exceptional volleyball career at 
Pearland High School. We know she will rep-
resent Pearland well in California. 
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HONORING ENGINEERING AIDE 
CHIEF TROY R. COLE, SR., U.S. 
NAVY, RETIRED 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2016 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Engineering Aide Chief Troy R. 
Cole Sr., U.S. Navy, Retired, of Cedar Park, 
Texas. A World War II, Korean War, and Viet-
nam War veteran, EAC Cole served as a 
guardian of our great nation against countless 
enemies. A true patriot and exceptional cit-
izen, EAC Cole is a deserving recipient of a 
Congressional Veteran Commendation. 

An intrinsic sense of adventure inspired 
EAC Cole to begin his naval career at age 17, 
shortly after World War II began. With a ca-
reer spanning over three decades, EAC Cole 
saw much combat, and received numerous 
commendations, medals, and awards as testa-
ment to his exemplary service. Yet even upon 
retirement, the call to serve his beloved coun-
try continued to burn inside. EAC Cole re-
turned to the Navy he loves, spending the 
next decade teaching, training, and mentoring 
the next generation of service men and 
women. 

EAC Cole’s love of country is matched only 
by his commitment to his fellow service mem-
bers. Today, EAC Cole remains devoted to 
celebrating the life, and honoring the memory, 
of his brothers and sisters in arms. Each year, 
EAC Cole invests countless hours in orches-
trating many of Cedar Park’s veteran memo-
rials, parades, and ceremonies. He is beloved 

by the Cedar Park community for his leader-
ship and passion. 

EAC Cole serves his fellow men with the 
same dedication, honor, and humility with 
which he defended his country. He exemplifies 
what it means to be an American, consistently 
placing his country and fellow men before him-
self. May we all follow the example of great 
men such as EAC Cole, and live a life of pas-
sion, loyalty, and selflessness. 
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RECOGNIZING KENN TUCKEY AS 
THE CENTRAL PENN BUSINESS 
JOURNAL’S 2016 HALL OF FAME 
INDUCTEE 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2016 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it’s my honor 
to recognize Kenn Tuckey as the Central 
Penn Business Journal’s 2016 Hall of Fame 
Inductee. Each year, the Central Penn Busi-
ness Journal honors top companies and indi-
vidual leaders for their outstanding contribu-
tions to Central Pennsylvania’s business com-
munity. Kenn’s businesses have been in my 
district for almost five decades, and his com-
mitment to customer service and community 
engagement have been essential to his contin-
ued success. 

The Tuckey Companies include Tuckey 
Metal Fabricators, Tuckey Mechanical Serv-
ices, and Tuckey Restoration. Established in 
1968 as Frank Black Mechanical Services and 
with a focus on residential services, Kenn’s fa-
ther, Denver, purchased the company in 1981 
and renamed it Tuckey Mechanical Services. 
Kenn founded Tuckey Metal Fabricators in 
1978, and after purchasing the mechanical 
services business from his father in 1984, he 
was approached by local community leaders 
who identified a need for an emergency repair 
company that would specialize in fire and 
water damaged property. With the creation of 
Tuckey Restoration in 1992, Kenn used his 
years of experience to meet this need, and 
eventually brought all three companies under 
one umbrella. He has grown the companies 
into leaders in the industrial and commercial 
sectors, and has been recognized with the 
prestigious Chrysalis Award for Remodeling 
Excellence and an ‘‘Impeccable Workman-
ship’’ citation from the Pennsylvania General 
Assembly. 

Although three generations of Tuckeys still 
work within the organization, Kenn has always 
understood the value in engaging the commu-
nity at large. Giving back to the community 
has always been a top priority for Kenn. He 
and his employees have volunteered for orga-
nizations such as Big Brothers Big Sisters, the 
Carlisle YMCA, Habitat for Humanity, and 
Hospice of Central PA. Kenn’s reputation in 
Carlisle is nothing short of exceptional, and 
this has allowed him to engage in various 
other ventures that benefit the region. The 
Tuckeys have made a commitment to spurring 
growth in Central Pennsylvania by purchasing 
old, rundown buildings, such as St. Paul Lu-
theran Church in Newville, and renovating 
them into state of the art housing commu-
nities. Hard work and quality service do not go 
unnoticed, and Kenn’s impact on the region 
has afforded him a reputation that will inspire 
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